
FÉILE WRISTBANDS
Support your local festival by buying a Féile Wrist Band which will also
entitle you to a free Viking long boat trip on the Shannon. €2.50 per wrist
band; on sale at the entrance to Brian Boru's Living History Camp in
Cathedral Quay on Saturday & Sunday (see listings). 

Daily Events
VIKING LONG BOAT TRIPS
An exciting new addition to this year’s programme - 2 replica 40 foot Viking
long boats will travel to Killaloe Ballina for Féile Brian Ború 2013. Once you
have purchased your Féile wrist band, experience a historical journey on the
Shannon as the crew help you experience what it was like to sail 1,000
years ago. You will also get instruction on rowing techniques etc. The oars
are replica too, so very heavy and it’s not as easy as it looks, even for big fit
Celts! Open to all ages; children 12 and under must be accompanied by an
adult. Tickets for trips are given free with Féile Wristband, on sale at
entrance to Brian Ború’s Living History Camp in Cathedral Quay Killaloe on
Saturday and Sunday Sponsored by Clare Co Co.

Art in Windows
Keep your eyes open and experience the wonderful 'Art in Windows'
which takes place in business and residential premises around the twin
towns, now in its 10th year.  Each window showcases individual artists in
their own unique style and is the result of the co-operation of the
shop/home owners and the artists.

'Aoibheal Art' at Quay Arts
A new addition to the programme, an annual visual arts exhibition, which
celebrates the work of local artists, under one roof! Runs from Thursday to
Sunday.

Plein Eire - Art in the open 
Enjoy watching artists create 'the picture' on location around the town
and at Quay Arts, Saturday and Sunday 10-5pm. This event is weather
permitting and will be located at Quay Arts otherwise.

Crafter Of The Month
Quay Arts foyer is to become a space dedicated to the promotion of
individual crafters each month.  This exciting new venture will feature
John Quinn 'Bizarro Ceramics' for the month of July.

Bridge House Studios 
Will be exhibiting art from local artists in the shop on Saturday 6th &
Sunday 7th July running from 11am to 3pm. Come along and support
local art in Killaloe Ballina and meet with the exhibiting artists.

Gaelic Herbalism & Healing Lore in Medieval Ireland
This exhibition will introduce you to the medieval uses of common herbs
and the lore associated with them. It will introduce you to their diverse
range of uses as foods, medicines and use in magic/pagan rituals. The
exhibition will be designed by a medical herbalist who will also be
available in Satmya for questions and extra information during the
exhibit. Check out www.satmya.com for further information. Satmya, 3
Royal Parade, Killaloe.

Pop Up Craft Shop
Open in the old Gravitas shop on Bridge Street, across from the Wooden
Spoon, featuring art and craft from local artists, including Lynn Kenny, Ann
Daly and Aileen Minogue.

Pub Theatre 
A new addition to the Féile programme this year kicks off in in Flanagan’s,
Ballina on Wednesday 3rd July at 8pm and continues over the festival (see
listings). Come and enjoy a local tale, a great night’s entertainment
guaranteed! Adm. €5pp 

Walks
Beal Boru Gathering Walks
A 15K walk along all the historical Brian Ború sites over the 4 days of the
Festival. This gathering is open to everyone; local, national and
international hikers and walkers. Some hikers from The Netherlands, Spain,
Italy and even Colombia have already confirmed their participation. We
gather at Beal Boru where once the ringfort of Brian stood and each hiker
will bring some food from their country to share with the rest of the
group. Guides speaking 7 languages will lead the groups on a 15K long
trail along all the historical sites. An introduction to the History of Brian
Boru will be provided by Stephen McKeogh of Killaloe Historical Walks.
Hike 1: 4 July 2013 11:00 - 13:00, Hike 2: 5 July 2013 11:00 - 13:00, Hike
3: 6 July 2013 11:00 - 13:00, Hike 4: 7 July 2013 11:00 - 13:00
Contact Willeke 087-6677370 for further information or to book.

Workshops
Harp Workshops
Monday 1st July-Friday 5th July (as part of the THE BRIAN BORU HARP &
PIPE FESTIVAL WEEK)
For harp players of all ages and stages from total beginner to advanced.
Also featuring a very special programme for young people aged 8-12.
Harp classes are based in the Harp Centre Castleconnell from 10am to
3pm with trips out in the afternoons to places of special interest!  This
includes a trip to the Brian Ború Heritage Centre in Killaloe and Beal Ború.
For very young participants just doing mornings 10-12noon (Monday to
Friday) there is a special fee of €50.  For the full programme, the fee is
€100. All children will participate in the concert in St. Flanna’s Cathedral
Killaloe on Friday 5th July (see listings). Book in with Martina on 061-
372777 or at info@irishharpcentre.com 

Féile Brian Ború 2013 & The Road to 2014
Welcome to Féile Brian Ború 2013, our 20th year and another great
festival programme! This is a testimony to the huge community
involvement in the festival down through the years, & for years to come!
It is also another milestone on the road to our build up to celebrations in
2014. We hope you will enjoy the festivities and the hospitality of the
twin towns of Killaloe Ballina-The birthplace of Ireland’s Greatest High
King, Brian Ború.  
John Grimes, Chairman

Notices & Parking Restrictions:
Event Changes: Due to circumstances beyond our control, events, or the
location of events, may change in the lead up to the festival. However, we
will try to inform you of these changes as quickly as possible, keep an eye
on our website for updates!

Parking: For safety to all participating in & watching the events and to
ensure ease of running we ask everyone to co-operate with the following
parking restrictions.
The Green, Killaloe
• From 8pm onwards on Fri 5th July to facilitate The Beat on the Street
Between the Waters (market area)
• From 10am on Sun 7th July to facilitate Killaloe Farmers Market

Litter: Féile Brian Ború asks you to Please Be Litter Aware! Our thanks to
our local tidy towns groups for all their help and support.

A sincere thank you for your cooperation

Programme of Events

2013

We would like to thank most sincerely all the main sponsors of
the Festival: 

Fáilte Ireland, Clare County Council, North Tipperary County Council,
Waterways Ireland, Lakeside Hotel & Leisure Centre, Molly’s Bar &

Restaurant, the Killaloe/Ballina Community & Family Resource Centre
for their ongoing support, and to all the local businesses for their

valuable sponsorship and support of Féile Brian Ború 2013. 

Gold Sponsors:
An Siopa Beag
Féile Féis Committee
Flanagan’s Bar & Restaurant
Lakeside Hotel & Leisure Centre
Molly’s Bar & Restaurant

Silver Sponsors:
Alternative Photography
Benson Box
Bond Auto
O'Donovan's Bar & Restaurant
Quay Arts
Reddan’s Bar
Scoops Ice Cream Parlour
Whelan’s Foodstore

Bronze Sponsors:
Allied Irish Bank
Amore Mio
Alchemy

Collins Pharmacy, Ballina
Collins Pharmacy, Killaloe &
Celtic Cat
Derg Business Alliance
Green Cross Pharmacy
Grogan’s Pharmacy & Opticians
Harry Brann Auctioneers 
Heaney’s Costcutters
Joanne’s Fashion House
Killaloe Post Office
Mike McGrath Haulage
ML's Hair Studio
McKeogh’s Hardware
O’Donovan’s Bar & Restaurant
O’Meara’s Bookmakers
Planet Tri
Simply Delicious
Strands
Supervalu
TJ’s Angling Centre
Walsh's Bar

We would also like to sincerely thank all those who give of their
time and energy to support all aspects of the festival:

Keith Wood, Charlie McGeever, Sadie Scanlan, Tom Greene, Irish
Coastguard, Killaloe, University of Limerick Activity Centre, Killaloe

Gardaí, Killaloe Fire Brigade, Killaloe Library, Killaloe Tourist Information
Office, St. Flannan’s Cathedral, Smith O’Brien & Ballina GAA Clubs,

Ballina & Killaloe Tidy Towns Committees, Ormond & East Clare
Comhaltas, Clarisford SRS, Killaloe Ballina Festivals & Events

networking group, Killaloe Ballina 2014 Project, Bryan Brislane,
Stephen McKeogh, Joe Doolan, Liam Shanahan, Dave Tighe, our local

clergy, clubs, councillors & schools, and anyone who gave of their time
in any way in regards to this year’s festival. 

We are very grateful 

Thanks to . . . .

Féile
Brian Ború

Féile
Brian Ború

Keep an eye on our website for any additions:

www.feilebrianboru.com 

email: info@feilebrianboru.com 

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/Feilebrianboru  

Information Points:

Programmes, Accommodation & Local Info: Killaloe Tourist

Information Office 061-376866

Wristbands & Longboat Tickets: Entrance to Brian Ború’s Living

History Camp Cathedral Quay Killaloe on Saturday and Sunday

FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHT: Hermitage Green, live in concert on Sunday Visit Brian Ború’s Living History Camp

Ballina-Killaloe

Thursday 4th–
Sunday 7th July
Thursday 4th–

Sunday 7th July

Design and Print: The Guardian Print & Design 067-50480



Thursday 4th July:
See Daily Events for other event info
11-2pm Craft Café in the Community Hub Main St. Killaloe

Featuring displays, talks & workshops for all the Family
(adult craft workshops with craft activities for
accompanied children). All welcome!
Contact 061-374741 for information.

3:30pm Guided Tours of St. Flannan’s Cathedral
A fantastic opportunity to visit Killaloe’s Historic 12th
century Cathedral and learn it’s history. View the stunning
East Window; the Romanesque Doorway - one of the finest
examples of Romanesque Architecture in Ireland; climb the
steps and try your hand at ringing the bells. Tour Guide:
Bryan Brislane.

7pm 'Aoibheal Art' Exhibition Opening at Quay Arts 
The official opening of an annual visual arts exhibition and
celebration of local artists work under one roof! Exhibition
will run until Sunday 7th July.
Sponsored by Quay Arts. 

8pm Table Quiz Team Registration O’Donovan’s Bar
Ballina. Quiz will start at 8.30 sharp! €20 per table (max
4). Great prizes & fun guaranteed.  

Friday 5th July:
See Daily Events for other event info
9.30-11am Children’s Workshop in Kincora Kids Community

Childcare Facility Killaloe
A fun filled morning in our local childcare facility, based on
the theme of Brian Ború and the amazing heroes and
characters of old.

11am-1pm Active Age Coffee Morning in the Community Hub on
Main Street Killaloe
Information, talks, displays and music for the actively
retired. 

12pm – 5pm Exploration Dome Killaloe Scout Hall
The Exploration Dome is a mobile planetarium, bringing
the wonders of the universe to the heart of the Féile.
Suitable for all age groups, each 20 minute presentation
ensures everyone is given the opportunity to learn all
about space in a fantastic, fun environment. Special Féile
rate: €3 for children, €4 for adults. Shows will run at
12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm, 4pm & 5pm.

2pm Féile na nGael: Ballina V Sligo Ballina GAA Pitch
A national festival of Hurling, Camogie and Handball for
boys and girls under 14 years of age. This year’s Féile will
be held in Limerick and surrounding counties over the
weekend of 5th-7th July. Ballina GAA Camogie club have
been invited to take part and will be playing against Sligo
on our home pitch. It promises to be a great sporting
occasion and it would be great to see you there to cheer
on our U14 girls.

3:30pm Guided Tours of St. Flannan’s Cathedral (see Thursday
listing for info)

8pm NATIONAL HARP ORCHESTRA and the LIMERICK PIPE
BAND St Flannan’s Cathedral
A fantastic opportunity to see Janet Haribson and her
orchestra in the most beautiful and fitting setting. Joined
by the Limerick Pipe Band, it promises to be a wonderful
evening celebrating the two key instruments from Brian
Ború’s era. Adm: €10 per adult, accompanied children free.

9pm Restaurant Theatre in Wood Bros Bistro
Come and enjoy a local tale, a great night’s entertainment
guaranteed! Adm: €15pp includes wine & tapas.

8.30pm Smith O'Brien's GAA Club Live Investors Club Draw
The Green, Killaloe. Don’t miss the draw with over
€2,000 prize fund. It could be you!

9-11pm Beat on the Street The Green Killaloe
One of the festival favourites, fun and dancing for all ages,
with DJ John Ryan from Clare FM.

Saturday 6th July:
See Daily Events for other event info
10am-6pm Canoe Polo Killaloe Cup Killaloe Canal

Teams from all over the country battle it out over two
days to become Killaloe Cup Champions. For further
information contact Sean on 087-8862102.

11-11:45am  Children’s Art Competition & Family Fun Killaloe
Library Followed by Puppet Show, judging and prize
giving. Sponsored by North Tipperary Co. Co.

11:30am Killaloe River Cruises will be joined by Stephen
McKeogh for a talk on the history associated with Killaloe
Ballina and the River Shannon €5pp. Reservations
necessary-call 086 8140559. Departing from Ballina Quay. 

11am - 5pm Brian Boru's Living History Camp Cathedral Quay
Visit Brian Boru's Living History Camp to watch his
warriors prepare for the call to battle!
• 11:30 – 12:00 - Come to the cookery display for a talk 

on the foods of the period and to watch the cooks 
prepare their meals

• 12:30 - 1:30 - The warriors will practice some drills and 
test the strength of their shield wall
• 2:00 - 2:30 - A display of the weaponry will be put on, 

including some examples of combat use.
• 3:00 - 3:30 - Come to the textiles display for a talk on 

the natural dyeing techniques used to create the 
colours in all their fabrics

• 4:30 – 5:00 - Combat!  The soldiers will test the 
strength and knowledge they've learned from the days 

training in open combat against each other! 
(Facepainting for children at camp entrance on 
Saturday afternoon, watch out! is there someone 
about to attack!!)

Sponsored by Clare Co Co.

11:30am Guided Tour of St. Flannan’s Cathedral (see Thursday
listing for info)

11-4pm Féile Brian Ború Craft Fair St. Flannan’s Cathedral
Killaloe. Clare Crafts present a fantastic craft fair
including locally handmade jewellery, woodcraft and art.  

12-5:30pm Animal Magic - Cathedral Quay
A display of animals including Hawks, Falcons and Owls,
Snakes, Lizards and more, giving you the opportunity to
get up close and personal with a multitude of amazing
creatures at close quarters and to learn more about their
lifestyles.  Check out their web site www.animalmagic.ie 
Sponsored by An Siopa Beag & Whelan’s Foodstore

12pm – 5pm Exploration Dome Killaloe Scout Hall (See Friday
listing for info)
Special Féile rate: €3 for children, €4 for adults. Shows
will run at 12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm, 4pm & 5pm.

12.30-3pm Kidszone at Scoops Green
Featuring Puppet Show (12.30pm), facepainting, play &
fun. Sponsored by North Tipperary Co. Co

1.30pm The Féíle Brian Ború Lecture St. Flannan’s Cathedral
We welcome Dr. Cathy Swift, Lecturer in Irish Studies in
Mary I College, Limerick, to tell us about Béal Ború and the
material culture of late tenth century/eleventh century
Clare. As a topic it ties in particularly well with the craft
fair! 

2-6pm Youth Café Open Day Killaloe/Ballina Community &
Family Resource Centre. Information Session for young
people, parents and potential volunteers (2-3pm) and Fun
Music/Open Mic Event and BBQ organised by young
people at the Youth Café (3-6pm). 

2-4pm Killaloe Community Garden Open Day Bane Field
Killaloe. All welcome to visit our community garden,
situated near the playground in Killaloe. BBQ, music and
craft displays. Free family event, all welcome!

3-6pm King Puck Ballina Quay (outside Flanagan's)
Competition is fierce at the Puck Fada competition. Fun for
all the family and a chance to watch GAA stars of all ages
in action. Competitors line up to see just how far they can
hit the sliothar. Run by Ballina GAA Club.

3:30pm Guided Tour of St. Flannan’s Cathedral (see Thursday
listing for info)

4-6pm East Clare & Ormond Comhaltas Traditional Music
Workshop Killaloe Girls School Hall
All welcome to come along and learn some tunes, and be
part of the Féile Pageant & Concert later! With Paula
O’Regan and friends

5:30-6:30pm:  Brian Ború Trail - Meeting point: outside Killaloe
Library
Join this historical walk with historian Stephen McKeogh
and visit all the important historical sites in Killaloe which
are linked to Brian Ború, including Brian Ború's Fort and the
site of his former palace, Kincora. 

7:30pm Féile Mass St. Flannan’s Church Killaloe
8pm Féile Showcase – St. Flannan’s Cathedral Killaloe

Féile Brian Ború Pageant Group, Honest Arts Production
Company, Brutal O’Brien’s, East Clare & Ormond
Comhaltas present: A showcase of talent and performances
that shape the story of Brian Ború and his mythical and
magical legacy, from 1,000 years ago to modern times.
Free Family Event. Sponsored by North Tipperary Co. Co.

11pm Féile Fireworks Over the Shannon
A big welcome back to Rocket Pyrotechnics Ireland, who
will showcase a stunning Firework display over our
beautiful River Shannon to celebrate Féile Brian Ború 2013.
Not to be missed!
Sponsored by Flanagan’s Bar & Restaurant, Lakeside
Hotel, Molly’s Bar & Restaurant, O’Donovan’s Bar &
Restaurant & Reddan’s Bar. 

Sunday 7th July:
See Daily Events for other event info
10am-3pm Canoe Polo Finals (see Saturday)
10.30am ‘Examine your Environment’ Clarisford Community

Sports Facility Killaloe
Kick start your day by coming down to our fantastic new
community sports facility to learn about the biodiversity
within our local environment, and get tips on becoming
more active in recording and monitoring it through the
medium of photography. Prepare to be amazed by what’s
around us! With environmental scientist Leif Barry. Free
family event. Meeting Point: entrance gate. Sponsored By
Clare Co Co. Local Agenda 21 Fund

10:30am Blessing of the Boats Ballina Quay
11am U8’s Hurling Tournament Smith O’Brien’s GAA Pitch

Sponsored by Bond Auto
11am-1pm Brian Ború Tag Rugby Blitz St Anne’s Community

College Pitch, Killaloe. Adult mixed competition, Teams
with 7 players, 3 females must be on the pitch at all times.
Cost €50. Contact Brian O’Shaughnessy 087/2038873 or
Brian.Oshaughnessy@ul.ie for details

11am-3pm Killaloe Farmers Market Between the Waters,
Killaloe Visitors and locals alike get an opportunity to
sample the delights of our weekly Sunday Market. 

11:30-4:30pm Brian Boru's Living History Camp Cathedral Quay
Visit the High King's Living History Camp to see his
warriors prepare to march into battle!
• 12:00 - 12:30 -Head to the textiles display where 

you'll be shown their weaving methods and learn how 
intricate designs are crafted.

• 1:00 - 1:30 - Look on as the soldiers practice their final 
skills for battle, building their strength and tactics.

• 2:00 – 3:00 - Brehon Trial at the military encampment: 
In the King's absence a crime has occurred.  An 
outsider must stand to face our fair judgement ...

• 3:30 – 4:00 - Combat!  The soldiers will gather again 

for one last chance to challenge their skills before 
heading into war.  Shield wall to the ready!

Sponsored by Clare Co Co.
11:30-4:30pm Animal Magic - Cathedral Quay (see Saturday)
1-6pm Garden Féte The Lakeside Hotel

In the Lakeside’s award winning landscaped Gardens, enjoy
live music with Atomic Chicken, BBQ, family activities &
games. *This event is subject to weather conditions.

2-4pm Teenzone at Scoops Green
Music, street art and chill out zone for teens.
Sponsored by Scoops.

3pm Dragon Boat Races Ballina Quay
One of the highlights of the festival sees teams from clubs,
estates, villages & town lands, as well as local pubs and
businesses, and maybe some vikings!, battle it out to win
the Féile Brian Ború Patrick Hein Van Drumpt Cup.  To
register a team email info@feilebrianboru.com or contact
0851663949. 10 per team, entry fee €50 per team.
Coordinated on the day by UL Activity Centre & Irish Coast
Guard Killaloe.

3:30pm Guided Tours of St. Flannan’s Cathedral (see Thursday
listing for info)

3:30 – 4pm Guinness World Record Attempt
Come and cheer on Christopher Healy at the Killaloe Canal
at the end of his challenge, which is to scuba Dive the
distance of 20km without surfacing in Lough Derg - And in
doing so break 2 World Records! This Dive is to raise
awareness of and to raise funds for the Share a Dream
Foundation and The Temple Street Children's Hospital. For
further details, check out -
http://www.mycharity.ie/event/coast_to_coast_dive

4:00pm The Shannon Swim - Killaloe Canal (from the Pier
Head to the Bridge)
U18’s must have a Safety 3 or higher. All participants must
be registered by Friday July 5th. Entry forms are available
from Killaloe Tourist Information Office or The Community
Cafe, Killaloe. Sponsored by Waterways Ireland.

8pm Pub Theatre in O’Donovan’s
Come and enjoy a local tale, a great night’s entertainment
guaranteed! Adm €5pp

8pm  FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHT HERMITAGE GREEN LIVE IN
CONCERT The Lakeside Hotel After the phenomenal
success of their Debut EP, appropriately titled "The
Gathering", sell out shows in Dublin’s Academy and
Killarney’s INEC, to name a few, and recent tours in
America and Australia, we are delighted to welcome
Hermitage Green as this year’s festival headliners. An
absolutely mighty night of music and craic promised, not
to be missed! Tickets €20
For further information and tickets, contact The Lakeside
Hotel T: 061-376122 or check out our website
www.lakesidehotel.ie. Follow us on Facebook to receive all
of our exciting offers and updates.

(Doors
7:30pm)
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